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	226.1.  USE OF METAL DETECTORS



	1.
Purpose
	The Board recognizes the rights of each individual student but believes the safety of the student population and the staff must take top priority.



	
	In view of the escalating presence of weapons in school and communities across the nation and locally, the use of hand-held metal detectors to minimize the risk of weapons in our schools is determined to be a desirable technique to enhance school district security.



	2. Delegation of Responsibility


Pol. 226
	In order to maintain a safe learning environment, school administrators will exercise the right to conduct searches of students and/or belongings. Searches will be conducted by school administration based upon the United States Supreme Court decision citing “reasonable suspicion” as the grounds by which school officials may conduct a search of the student and may inspect the contents of any backpack, purse or parcel that activates the metal detector for the purpose of determining whether a weapon is concealed.



	3.
Guidelines
	Selective Use



	
	No person shall selectively use a metal detector on one (1) student or a nonrandomly selected group of students except:



	
	1. On reasonable suspicion that a weapon will be found.



	
	2. Due to reasonable, personal fear based on circumstances present or past that a weapon may be present.



	
	Random Use



	
	Metal detectors may be used either at random without cause at times determined by the building principal or the principal’s designee or as otherwise prescribed by the district, or they may be used for minor reasonable suspicion on a selective basis. Care shall be exercised to ensure that the selection of students to be subjected to the 

detection process as part of a random sweep be demonstrably according to chance. It shall be the obligation of the person conducting the exercise to be able to explain to the satisfaction of the Superintendent, if called upon to do so, that no bias entered the selection process.



	
	Notice Of Use Of Metal Detectors



	
	All persons entering a school of the school district may be required to submit to a metal detector test.



	
	Avoidance Of Detection Process



	
	When a detector is in use at a particular location and a person attempts to avoid using that location, it shall be considered sufficient cause to immediately detain and search the person.



	
	Refusal Of Detection Process



	
Pol. 218, 233
	A person’s failure or refusal to permit a metal detector check as provided for in this policy will be considered grounds for disciplinary action, including possible expulsion.



	
	After Detector Alerts



	
	In the event a detector indicates that dense metal is present on or about the student’s person, the employee shall, if safely feasible, request the student to indicate what metal is causing the alarm and to remove such objects for inspection. If the student then clears the detection process without activating the alarm, the detection process shall terminate.



	
	If the student cannot be safely allowed to remove the offending metal or, having been ordered to do so and fails, the continuation of the alarm from the detector shall constitute full probable cause to conduct a pat-down or frisk the student sufficiently to locate a weapon if one were present. If deemed necessary for the safety of students and staff, administration may request the presence and support from law enforcement and/or trained security officers.



	
	Under all circumstances, the pat-down search shall be conducted by personnel of the same sex as the student, in a room or area out of view of other students, and in the presence of an adult witness of the same sex as the student.



	
	

	
	All property removed from the student or his/her belongings as a result of the above procedure which may be legitimately brought onto school premises shall promptly be returned to the student.



	
	All property removed from the student or his/her belongings, possession which are a violation of this and any school district policy shall be confiscated, and the student shall be subject to discipline.



	
	No Obligation To Use



	
	Nothing in this policy requires the use of a metal detector.
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