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	810.2.   AUDIO/VIDEO CAMERAS ON SCHOOL BUSES



	1. Purpose


	The Board recognizes its responsibility to maintain discipline and to ensure the safety and welfare of its staff and students on school transportation vehicles. The objective of student management is the desirable behavior of all students riding on the school bus.



	2. Authority

SC 510


	After having carefully considered and balanced the rights of privacy with the  district’s duty to ensure discipline, health, welfare and safety of staff and students on school transportation vehicles, the Board supports the use of audio/video cameras on its school buses.



	3. Guidelines

Pol. 810


	Audio/Video cameras may be used to monitor student behavior on school vehicles transporting students to and from school field trips, extracurricular activities and athletic trips.



	
	Although the prime authority for student discipline rests with the building principal, students need to be held responsible for their own behavior. The school bus driver shall be responsible for the health, safety and welfare of each passenger while in transit.



	
	The use of an audio/video camera on a school bus is an aid to monitor bus discipline and does not replace the Board’s policy on discipline, the authority of the driver, or the responsibility of the school officials.



	
Pol. 218, 810
	Students in violation of bus conduct rules shall be subject to disciplinary action in accordance with established Board policy and regulations governing student conduct and discipline.



	
	The following guidelines shall govern the use of audio/video cameras on school buses:



	
	1. Audio/Video cameras will be used on school buses transporting students to and from school, field trips, extracurricular activities and athletic trips at the discretion of the Supervisor of Transportation Services.



	
	2. Staff and students shall be prohibited from tampering or otherwise interfering with audio/video camera equipment.



	
	3. The district will notify students, their parents/guardians, and staff at the beginning of each school year that audio/video cameras may be used on school buses transporting students.



	
	4. Audio/Video recordings shall be used primarily for the purpose of evidence for disciplining students.



	
	5. Audio/Video recordings will be reviewable for a period of thirty (30) days after the initial recording.



	
Pol. 216
	6. The district will comply with the provisions of federal law regarding student records requirements, as applicable in the district’s use of audio/video recordings. Audio/Video recordings considered for retention as part of a student’s record will be maintained in accordance with established student record procedures governing access, review and release of student and other school district records.



	
	7. A meeting between parents/guardians, the school bus driver, transportation or school administrators, and the student may be necessary to achieve a resolution to the problem.



	
	8. The driver, the Supervisor of Transportation Services, or the building principal will conduct a review of audio/video tapes.



	
	9. Viewing will be permitted only at school-related sites, including the transportation office, school buildings, or central administration offices.



	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	References:

School Code – 24 P.S. Sec. 510

Board Policy – 216, 218, 810, 810.1
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